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The Preface to the Reader. 


CHRISTIAN READER, 


pager Here are two evils, too common anne ft Profeſſors, 
F one 7s, the taking up of much for truth, which zs in- 
deednot jo; whence they arcept darkneſſe for light, 
andimbrace nubem pro Junone, a cloud for Juno: 
Is The other js, the imbracing of many truthes, which 
they ſee not with their owne eyes tobe ſo whereby their faith 
proves fruitleſſe, whilſt this popiſh do@rine, to believe as the 
Church{ the Clergie | believes, js apraFicall tenent amone ſt them. 
Wherefore T cannot but ſee a breaking forth of mercies towards 
us, by th? orcaking out of controverſies amongit us, that being a 
way to remove us ſrom our falſe apprehenſions, and to ſettle us on 
true, upon good foundations. 

Therefore expe& ( Reader ) ſound reformation front our croſſe 
apprehenſions, and a ſweet union ſrom our great diviſions. I can- 
not but acquaint thee ( courteous Reader) with two leſſons, which 
God ſome-while fince hath taught me. 

i he firſt is, to bring all things to the touch-SFone and under ex- 
amination : wherefore thoſe things, which wen call reccived 5 
triths, Thave call 'd into queStion, and am reſolved neither to be- : 
leve nor praGice any thing, till Tenjoy a ſatisfaFory reaſon, why 
T ſhould either jo believe or praFJice. By which courſe Thave been 
gratiouſly led out of many imbraced errours, and( Thope) grati- 
ouſly led into many yet unreſolved! cruples, for ſatis faFFion where- 
in Twaite on the God of diſcoveries. 

Secondly, Thave learned to receivetruth by parcel-meal, in tbal 


3 3 God 


%. 


@od is wont by degrees not by whole ſale to impart it. 
As for the following diſcourſe,it was occa/roned ſrom a deſire int 
ze,to vindicate both the truth & my ſclfe ſiom a falſe accuſation, 


and it was long-ſince prepared for and ſent up towards the Preſſe; 
but providence by ſickneſſe hindering the Meſſenger, it returned 


back again to me, where it hath ever ſince remained in the priſon 
of ſilence, and ſhould bave been for ever hindered from walking 4- 
broad, had not importunity obtained it liberty to behold the Sun 
and looke the world in the face. That it's entertainment will be di- 
verſe I am not doubt full, How T may be cenſured I am not careful. 
If God may have glory and his Church good, Thave my deſire. 

 T ſhall not farther trouble thee in way of Preface. but only to in- 
treat thee ſeriouſly to conſider of the inſuing diſcourſe. What in it 
thou find'ſt to be good,that's Gods.Give him the glory.What faults 
thou meet ſt with, ſome may be mine;impute them to me © ſome may 
be the Printers; do himthat favour , when thou find'ſt them to a- 
mend then by which thou may ſt oblige himunto thy ſervice, who 
# willing to be commanded by thee, 
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_'The Firſt Part. 


FE 


IF herein the thing in controverſie 3s brief; ſtated and clearly explained, where- 
unto alſo poſitive argumen's arc anicxed, and certaine interro/at ics ait= 
ſwered, 


2 Hen controverties are rightly ſtated, they are in a way 

JE to beended. He that ſtrives about things not wiſely 

ſtated, beats the Ayre and tights with his ſhadow, anil 

ſo brings forth opus inane,a fruitlefle labour. Too ma- 

ny of our zealous contenders are to9 like Demetrins 

his followers, making out-crics and uproares with- 

ont reafon and with not a little ignorance . Wherefore that [ may 

not ſhoot my darts as at randome, and that there may for the build- 

ing be: laid a good foundation, I thall in the tirft place yeild a briefe 
propofall of mine Aſertion; thus. 

That men gifted for Preaching, thcugh out of Office, may lawſully in any 
conpaiy preach the Geſpel. 

\r ords may admit of diverſe conſtructions, and ſome are apt to 
mlicakc plaineſt expreſſions. Wherefore I ſhall to the Aﬀertion adde 
a cleare explaination of it: that my meaning in it being clearcly dit- 
cerned , and miſtakes about it wholly removed, the Chrittian Rea- 
dr may be put in a poſinre rightly to judge of the thing , which is 
| nunc ſub judice | now in controveriic amongſt us. For the effecting 
whereof three qu:ſtions ſhall be propoſed and aniwercd, which may 

73 - plainly 


2) 
plainly informe the Reader of my minde in the fore-going conclufi- 
on : As the three Arrowes, which Fonathan ſhot, gave notice to David 
of Sauls intention. 

IV bat is it to preach the Goſpe!? : 

Before a dire& Anſwer be rcturn'd to this Querie, 1 hall take li- 
berty in a word to ſhew, what the Word of the Goſpel is : which will 
optn a way to the Reader, whereby he may the more cally enter in- 
to the knowled ze of the thing derzanded. The Goppel is a divine New- 
Teſtament Do&rine, making a Glorious diſcovery to man of the Al- 
mighties will concerning man. Now to preach the Goſpel is nothing 
elſe, but to publiſh, make known, or dcclare the Truths and Mvſte- 
ries contained in it. 

That this is true may be as clearly perceived: as the Sun at Noon- 
day, by the two tollowing particulars. . 

Firlt, By conlidering the proper fignifications of the prin-ipall 
words, which are commonly uſed to cxprefſe the worke of Goſpel- 
preaching. Theſe three following I have ſpecially obſerv'd,whole 11g- 
nifications will give light to the truth of the fore-going difnition. 
| Thefirſt is angv avy, which from the Scptuagint and Greeke Origi- 
nall is tranſlated in the Latine Verſion, proclamare , predicare, and 
ftignifies as much as aperte ſeu publice dicere vel docere, to divulge, report; 
publiſh or noiſe abroad. And ſo *tis rendred Marke 5. 20. Chap.7.36. 
The Goſpel is a divine dodrrine, or Proclamation from Heaven, con- 
teining in it houſe-top-diſcoverics, which concerne all, and are to 
be publiſhed to and apprehended by all. The ſecond (is way eniter 
Latine Ewangelizare, which is often tranſlated ro preach the Goſpe], 
and doth properly iignifie Leta annunciare , to ſhew or bring glad ti- 
dings, and ſo tis turned in Lube 1. 19. chap. 2. 10. He that preacheth 
the Goſpel brings heart-rejoycing tidings to the creature ; for the 
Goſpel diſcovers a ſufficient remedy for mans miſery and ho1ds onr: 
the way to everlaſting Glory. The third , which ſpeakes the ſame 
Language with the formcr is aewonTeey, tO Prophetic x fiznityin g 
properly to fore-tell or ſay any thing, Matth. 15.7. ſoincetime to rc- 
veale a ſecret, Matth. 26. 68. ſometime tn teach, 1 Cer. 1 3: 0 Revel. 
I. 3. | 

This Word ficly ſets out the worke of Gofpel-preaching, for the 

World to come is the ſubje& or matter of the Goſpel : Unto the Anee!s 
(faith the Apoſtle )God bath nat put into ſubjefion the IVorld to come,where- 
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of we ſpeake, Hebr.2.5. that is, God hath not madeeternall lite or e- 
verlaſting death,to be the matter of the | aw, or that Doftrine,vwhich 
was ordain'd by Angels, of which world to come wee that are Mini- 
ſers of the Goſpel ſpeake. All doe prophcite who preach the Goſpel, | 
tor they fore-tell what ſhall bee the evcrlaſting eſtate and condition 
of every man ; that they ſhall enjoy lite, that believe, that tlicy {t:all 
meet with death, who have not Faith to lay hold on cternall lite. 

Secondly, By comparing Scriptures where divers words and iuch 
that condeſcend to the weakeſt capacity, are uſed to exprelle the ſame 
worke of Goſpel-preaching. Amongſt twenty and ten taxe one or 
two, which will be ſufficicnr. Compare the tirlt verſe of Ads 4. with 
the ſecond of the ſame chapter, where you ſhall finde, that to preach 
the Goſpel is, To ſpeake or teach it to the people. Ephbeſ. 3. verſ. 8. 
with the g. will be alike uſefull. Thus being come to the period of 
the Anſwer to the firſt Queſtion, I haften to the ſecond, for through- 
outT intend to be brief. 

Who are gifted for Gzſpel-preaching, ? 

They are gifted tor it, who have neceſſary and ſuihcient abilities 
to diſcharge it; For no man can preach except he be ſent, i. c. except ce 
hath abiliries to performe it. Knowledge and utterance are as need- 
full for this worke, as councell and ſtrength for the war. And when 
God puts his words into men, and gives words to them to make 
diſcoveries of Goſpel Myſterics , hee then ſufhciently fits them to 
preach the Goſpel. He that hath knowledge and wants utterance can= 
not preach, but he that hath both is put in apoſturetit to preach 
preaching being nothing elſe but a promulgation or ſpeaking of our 
apprehenfions unto others. 

Who are men out of Office ? 


They, who are neither extraordinary nor ordinary Charch-Offi- an. 


cers. Apoſtles were extraordinary, but Paſtors and Teachers were 
ordinary Church-Officers. Therefore when we ſpeake in this con- 
troverlie of men- out of Office,we meane ſuch, who are neither Paſtors 
nor Teachers in vilible Churches. 

Having thus commented.,take a more large and plaine expreſſion 
of mine Afſertion, thus. That men who know the Goſpel and are a- 
ble to declare it, may [Wc tales] as ſuch ( being neither Paſtors nor 
Teachers in viſible Churches) make knowne in any Company the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel revealed to them. 

Having- 
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Having thus done with the explication, I ſhall advance next to the 

proofe of the Aſſertion : mine Antagoniſt requiring the pertormance 
_ of it by his Affirmantis eſt probare ; and method challenging this place 
as ducunto It. 

[ ſhall bring forth teſtimonies of two ſorts, viz: Divine and hu- 
mane. The Firſt is infallible, the Second only as probable waies to 
prove it. | 

The Divine teſti monies which I ſhall alleadge are Reaſons drawne 
from Scripture, that juſt decider of all controverſies, and diſcoverer 
of all Doctrines. 

Before the propoſall of the Reaſons let this one thing(as needful ) 
be premited ; That mcn gifted for preaching are nv where in Scrip- 
ture reſtrained in nfing their gifts, either in reſpe& of place or com- 
pany. 

Reaſon- 11 Becauſe they, who enjoy gifts lie nnder a Divine Command to uſe 
them, and not to ſuffer their gifts to ruſt by them, or to lay them up 
in the Earth in a Napkin. 

Divine commands are to the creature of a binding nature, from 
the force whereof men cannot, and Saints would not be free. And as 
natare, ſo the God of nature gives nothing in vaine. Where he be- 
ſtowes gifts there he requires the uſe of them. The truth of this Do- 
arine Chrift teacherh us in the Parable (Luke 19. 23.) where he tels 
Us 3 That a certaine noble man, when he went into a far Country, &c. called his 

1Pet.4-10 {2 Servants ard delivered unto tvem ten pours , and ſaid, Occupy till T come. 

II. Peter 1s a teacher of the ſame Doftrine , where he ſaith : As every man 

bath received a gift, ſo miniſter one to another ; 5 good Stewards of the manifold 

Ro.14-19. Grace of God. If any man ſpeake: let him (peake as the Oracles of God. Paul alſo 

1 Theſ, 5. 1mitates Chrifſt,and joynes hands with Peter, in requiring from Saints 

Io the ſame duty : for he exhorts chem to itudy after peace, and things 

| _ FF wherewith they may edific one another. In another place ; To comfort 

and edifie one another. Elſewhere ; To exyort one another. Which daties 

nay be performed by the ate of gitts, and ſo the uſe of gifts required. 
Now to the Second Reaſon. 

Becauſe they, who have gifts ought to increaſe them, and not to 
content themſelves with thac ature, their gifts were of, when they 
firit received them. 

Acquired gifts, whether common or tpeciall, are nor compleate at 
firſt entrance, bur doe by degrecs grow to perteftion. Now men that 
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enjoy gifts ought by increaſing them to preſſe to the marke ( i. ) the 
pertcftion of them. They that received Talents, and increaſed them 
were commended, and as therein Toy their duty, were called Good 
and faitbfull ſervants. But he who added not to his Talent, was con- 
demned, and as a negleCor of his duty, ternrd an evill and ſlotbſull 
ſervant. And will any, who hath made Scripture, reaſon and experi- 
ence of his Counſel], doubt, whether the ule of pifts be a dire&t way 
to increaſe then? If any ſhould,the Parable above mentioned will re- 
ſolve him;reaſon alſo and experience wil contribute to his ſatisfaCti- 
on. Vs perficit artem, 18 a received maxime. Now I haſten to the third 


' Reaſon, which joynes hands with the former in the ſame teſtimony. 
g gifts, cannot be an{wercd without Reaſon. 3. 


Becauſe Gods end in beſtowin 
the uſe and exerciſe of them. 

Every manifeſtation of the Spirit ( ſaith the Apoſtle) z given for profit; 
not only of him who dot enjoy it, but of him alſo who is intereſt- 
ed in it. All the cnjoyments of Saints as Saints,are common amongſt 
Saints: for they all make up but one body in Chriſt Teſts, and are 
memoers one of another in particular;and ſo what every one enjoyes 


as a part of the body, tis AY for the good of the whole. A Be- 
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liever, that hath received gifts, that are uſefull for the editication of x per.4-10 


his Brethren, is but Gods Steward for them; and cannot appeare 
faichfull( a diſpenſation being commiteed unto him _) if he imparts 
not{ when nzed requires) his gifts to thoſe, for whoſe good he en- 
;zoyes them. Now he that hath knowledge and utterance can no more 
profit others by them without the uſe of them, than a Candle can 
give ltzht to thole in the houſe, when tis under a Buſhell. As Fames 
once {aid in reſpett of outward things : ſo may I ſay of inward gifts; 
it thou doit not communicate, What do they profit? Tf the Saints 


want inſtruCtion, cxhortation, or comfort, and we have wherewith 


to ſupply them; How may wee advantage them with out a communi- 


cation of our abilitics to them ? 


Thus the third Reaſon having ſpoken its raind;hear what evidence 
the tourth brings with ir. 


Bccaulc the praftice of mgn ont of officc, in preaching the Goſpel 
is In Scripture mentioned and not condemned. The praiſes of nien 
mentioned in Scripture and not condemncd there,may be patterns to 
u.T COr.10.11.bnt we have in Scripture a mention not condemnation 
vi thc practice of men ont of officc in uiing their gifts in Goſpel- 
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preaching. The Jewes allowed men, who were not their Church- 


officers, publikely to teach and preach amongſt them. Luke 4. 16,17, 


18. Afts 13.ver. 14415-ap. 28.22, 23. Whence it was, that the Ru- 
lers of Tjracl did never (as I remember } condemne the Meſſengers of 
Chriſt ſeſus (being none of their Church-Officers ) for the worke of 
preaching, but for the matter or dofrine they taught: The Primative 


_ Chriſtians made no ſcruple to hear thoſe preach, who were none of 
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their Church-Officers, As 18.24,325,26. And it was the prattice of 
the Saints to publiſh or preach both to the world and their Rre- 
thren the myſteries of the Goſpel made out to them. As 8.4. 1 Cur. 
I4.1Theſ. 5.10. Paul tels us ( Phil.1. ) That he rejoyced that Chriſt was 
precched, thongh by men out of Office( for ſo they were in all proba- 
bility ) and that through envy. This fourth Reaſon leaves the Read- 
er to make the concluſion, giving way by its {lence to the next wit- 
nclle, which is the fiit Reaſon. | 

Becauſe good effe&ts do naturally flow from: the uſe of private 
mens gifts. None make a ſcruple to believe that which naturally pro- 
duces good effefts to be goodin its own nature. But whether private 
mens preaching may be taken into the number of things- producing 
naturally pane. effects is the thing in queſtion. If you will hear the 
Scripture ſpeaking it will informe you,.- that the bringing forth .of 
private mens gifts, doth bring forth to the Church and World no 
{mall commodity. Ads 11.24. 1Co.143,24,25, Now ſhall cxperi- 
ence, which teacheth much truth, be hearde in giving out her ſen-_ 
tence ? Thus ſhe utters her voice. | : 

[ have found by much obſervation, that as heretofore, ſo now 
men gifred for preaching uſing their guifts though out of oftice, are 
very advantagious inftruments both to the Church and World. Not- 
withſtanding I muſt ( ſaith experience )) freely confefſe, that. ſome 
haveby this praQice been inſtruments of miſchiefe,. but heerin they 
differ not from many of our licenſed Preachers. Thus far experience. 
The common opinion hath another byas, and ſpeakes in oppoſition 
to the fore-going affirmations. But tis no wonder to ſee errour and 
the common opinion companions together. Thus the fift Reaſon 
takes leave to be ſilent. And the laſt{for Preſent intended Jappeares to 
confirme what its fellowes have endeavoured to prove, and being in- 
forced to be ſome-what large in opening it ſelfe ,;the reſt through 
courtilie to it have ſpent the leſſe time in uttering their ſpecch. 

| | | Becauſe 
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Becauſe the deviall of the uſe of private mens gifts in preaching 
the Goſpei, hath an inſeparable retinue of il] and bad conſequences 
waiting upon It. - 

[ts is a truth wichout controverſies; that the thing is not nick- 
nam'd, when cal'd evill, that. naturally drawes after jt ill and bad 
conſequences : for as wee Gather rot Grapes of Thornes,or Figs of Thiſtles; 
ſo we enjoy not ſalt ſtreames from a freih Fountain. But that the de- 
nyall of private mens preaching,doth engender ſuch a generation is a 
truth to which many ( and almoſt all thc Clergie ) will not put to 
their ſeales. Wherefore I {hall alittle for the ſatistattion of ſuch, opcu 
the Book of its generation. | 

The firſt born of the deniall of private mens preaching, is the ſhut- 
ing up of that way, which the Scripture opens for the only right 


way into office. Ele&ion and ordination ( the Churches worke )} is 


the way, which the Scripture hath chalked out by which men may 
come into office.But the Church mutt bring none into office without 
roving their fitneſſe for the otiice. 1 Tim. 3. 10. But they cannot 
die mens ſufficiency tor the worke of preaching, without hearing 
them preach. Now it they mult preach before they are made Church- 
officers; then ſome private perſons may preach. Bat if it be affirmed 
that none may lawtully preach being out of office, then Gods way is 
denyed of bringing men into office. | 
Theſecond ilI conſequence, which cals the former brother is, the 
ſhutting up or making narrow the way to hear the Goſpel, For if 
none may lawtully preach but Church-officers ; then none may be 
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heard by us but thoſe,who are, or who are known to us to be lawfull . 


Charch-officers; and ſo the way of hearing the Goſpell will be ex- 
ceeding ſtraite and narrow;for, 

Firſt, They that preach muſt firſt convince the people, that they 
are lawful] Church- officers,before they lawfully can preach among(t 
For the people wanting convi&ion of their being Jawfill 
church-offticers; cannot be lawtully imployed in hearing. Bur how 
muſt they prove themſeives to be lawfull church-officers : Not from 
abilities, for that's the thing denied; not from habits or garments, 
which we may not allow to carry with them ſufficient power of con- 


viction; although many looke on black and canonicall Coates as 


markes of Miniſters. By what then moſt they prove their calling ? 
Without doubt it muſt be by their ele&ion and ordination. But what 
B 2 it 


8) 
it any doubt of the Iawfulneſſe $ their cle&tion and ordination ? 
They may not then lawfully hcare them, althonga they be lawtull 
Church- officers; For what*s 701 of fait) is fin. And how the World then 
may be brought lawtully to hear the Word, | wot not : ſeeing they 
uinally cre ignorant of, and enemics to the waies and orders of 
Chriit's vitble Churches. 

Secondly, If none may be heard but Church-officers (as none may, 
if none but they may preach )then none may be heard that are ftrang- 
ers,till they ace known by thoſe that heare, to be lawtull Churci- 
officers. But howdifficult a thing it would prove,to prove al ſtrangers 
to be Jawfull Charch-officers, all, that know any thing may eaſily 
jadge. Many of the greateſt maintainers of the doctrine I oppole, are 
found to be frequent tranſgreffors of it. For not a few Miniſters have 
admitted ſach to preach in their pulpits, whom they know not, and 

who indeed are no Charch-officers or none of theirs. Alſo o_ of 
the people of the ſame opinion, do with their Miniſters take hands in 
the ſame tranſgrefſion : in that they heare many preach, of whom 

_ they ar: wholly ignorant. | 

Thirdly, None may be heard who are ſaſpeCted( as before ) or are 
known to be falſe Church-officers; be they never ſo eminent in parts 
or godly in life : of which paradventure not a few may be found. For 
mine own part, were I perſwaded, that none are lawfall Preachers 
but lawfall Charch-officers, many who have me now (being of ano- 
ther opinion ) ſome times in their auditory, ſhould altogether miſle 
of my company. Some imbracing with them the ſame opinion, have 
made from their publike meetings a totall ſeperation ; being per- 
{waded that Pariſh-preaching Miniſters were falſe Church-officers. 
For (fay they) if their ordination (from which they prove their cal- 
ling ) be ſufficient to make lawfnll preachers, then there are at Rome 
lawfull Church-officers : in that both ours and theirs ariſe from the 
ſame fountain, but at a further diſtance; in that our firſt ordainers re- 
ceived from Rome their holy orders,from whom by way of ſucceſſion 
ordination,hath deſcended even to this generation. 

Thus you may eaſily ſee how obnoxious the dofrine I oppoſe is 
to the ws of the Goſpel. | 
 Eonleq:Z.  Thethir conſequent, which is of 'the ſame diſcent with thoſe 
fore-going is, That the Saints, when there is no neceſfity, muſt be re- 
ſtrained from enjoying the preaching of of the Goſpel. . 
| | $ 
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 Ames,whoſe workes praiſe him in the Gate. Thus he ſpeakes. 


(5) 


As if in caſe there may be, firſt ſome-times in ſome places ( where 


Saints are ) a ceſſation of vitible Churches. Or ſecondly, If where vi- 


{ible Churches are, ſome Saints are not convinc'd of their order. Or 
thirdly,If they are in order and want Church-officers. Or fourchly, 
If their Officers be C through lickneſle, py. ) abſent from 


them, in all which caſes( though they have amon zft them perions of 


oreat abilitics for Go!pcl-preaching : yer ) they mult be = "ay (at 


leaſt ) to ſcarlity of the Word; becauſe none but Church- officers may 
law:ully preach.I thal not farther increaſe the number of the children 
of the forementioned Father,but ſtal leave it to the diligent ſearcher. 
Thus I have done with the firſt ſort of teſtimonies which are divine, 
and{hall now come to the ſecond, which are probable,being humane 
teſtimonies; which are cither the {pecchcs or praRtices of men that 
are pay. - | 
Ot the ſpeeches of mcn, that profeſſedly ſpeake with me ( that 1 
may not overburthen this Booke) 1 ſhall inſtancebut in a few. An Apol. 
1. Theengliſh Chriſtians,who were Exiles in the low Countries, of the ex- 
witncſle to the truth of the doftrine heare pleaded for, their fourth iles. p.45- 
poſition being this. 
That diſcreet. faitbfull and able men( though not yet in office of miniſtry )may 
preach the Geſpel and whole truth of God, &c. 
2. I ſhallbring in the Elders of the ſeveral] Churches of New- 
England, ſpeaking fully to 1ny mind in this particular, in their an- 
{wer to the twenty ſeventh queſtion ſent over to them from certaine 
Miniſters of Old England : which I have not hear inſerted for brevities 
ſake; but it may be found at large, in a Book intituled Church Govern- 
ment and Church Covenant diſcuſſed, ( p.77.) publiſhed by Maſte r Peters. yp. won- 
3- You ſhall have the teſtimony of that learned man, Door ſcientis er 
ejus jure 
T hat for the preaching and teaching of the Goſpel a ſingular calling is not requir- <! &libus 
ed. For proofe whereof he brings theſe Scriptures, A&s $.4. c. 11.19. ?* **** 
@ 21. c. 18. 24. and adds to them theſe Reaſons. | 
I. Becauſe, tbis is the duty of all Chriſtians, that they Promote as much as 
= _ the Kingdome of God : and tierefore that they teach others the dofirine 
of God. 7 
2. Becauſe tis [ome time neceſſary, that men be convinced of errors and in- 
ftrufied in truth before a calling can be rightly inſtituted. 
3+ Becauſe tbe People being ſome-times deſtitute of a Miniſter,cannot with= 
B. 3 | out 


10 ” 
out the loſſe of edification be _-” they allow thoſe fo inſiruct them,who 
as yet are 7.0t rigbtly called to the miniſtry. Further he att:cmes,That not only 
private but aljo publike preaching may be exerci;ed without a ſin;uiar calling, 
firſt, ina Church to be conſtituted. Second!y in s Charch already conſtituted, 
with the approbation of that Cburco, if confuſion be avoided and crder obſerved. 
1 Cor. 14.23. A&ts13. 15. For it belonos(faith he Yto the Churches edifi- 
cation, that they who excell others in gifts, exercije thoſe gifts before others to 
help and ſtirr them up. 

Alfo( P. 2.45. he ſpeakes to the ſame eftect,afirming. r. That there 
was in the primative Church a certain propheticall exerciſe diſtin& from ſermons 
1 Cor. 14.31.32. &c. 2. That not on:y Miniſters were permitted to uſe this 
exerciſe, but alſo among, the brethren, the chiefe and moſt expert, for thoje gifts 
which they had conferred to them , ibid. 3. That it was alſo lawfu! for other 
men of the Churcb for the jake of learning, to propoſe their doubts, that they might 
be taught of thoſe who were more sk#lfull. ibid. v. 35. : 

4. That where tha exerciſe may conveniently be brought into Churches, it 
ought not to be contemned. 1 Thel. 5.20. 1. Becauſe it 3s moſt agreeing to 
the order of the primative Church approved by the Apoſiles. Secondly. Becauſe 
it ſingularly bealpeth to ſtirre up, cheriſh and increaſe ſpirituall gifts in ſeverall 
Believers. Thirdly, Becauſe it taketh away negligence and envy, and nouriſheth 
cbarity, Thus far Ameſins, 

4- Hear thejudgement of M. Thomas Goodwin, and M. Nye, men of 
no ſmall eminency, their very enemies being Judges. They in their 
yr to M. Cottens Booke, of the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, thus 

peake. 

Wee bumbly conceive Propheſying ( as the Scripture tearmes ) or ſpeaking ts 
edification of the whole Charch may ( ſometime ) be performed by brethren gifted. 
though not in office as the Elders. | 

5- I mightaddto the number dear M. Burrowes, M. Peters,M. Fobn 
Ellis junior with many others, who affirme; That men out of Office 
_ may preach the Goſpel; but I forbeare to cite their expreitions having 
{poken enough of this particular. Wherefore I come to the next ſort 
of hamane teſtimonies, to wit, godly mcns prafices,carrying a kind 
_ ofteſtimony with them. what did the Marcyrs ( of whom our Cre- 
nicles make a glorious relation) who were not Church-o flicers, leſſe 
then preach publickly, when they did before multitudes of people 
open and apply the Scriptures, which men now call preaching? If it 
may be faid,that the congregationall Churches both in Cld and New 

Enlgland 
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England doe conſiſt of believers, men that are Gcedly, then it may bee 
' afhirmed, that Godly men, out of Office doe preach the Goſpel ; for 
private mens Preaching is not a rare praCtice amongſt them. Who is 
there acquainted with Godlineſle, that dares call thote ungodly who 
' in the Army, City and Country do Preach the Goſpel though out of 
Office? What if I ſhould call writing in Divinity Preaching ? And fo 
| put the ſtile of Preachers upon thoſe of the Layety, who are writers 
In matters of Divinity ; I might then bring in Mr. Prznze and Do@or 
Baſtwicke (the one a Lawyer, the other a Phylitian, both bulic writers 
in matters of Divinity) to jultifie tlie pratice of Private mens Prea- 
ching. Bur if that liberty may be deny'd me, yet I may bo!dly affirm, 
F that there is ſach a neernefſe between the writing and Preaching of 
The * pert fr the; men out of Office, that the Argumcnts which juſtitie the one, will 
"at ah Laff plead for the other. 
e err duh tht thy Thus having difpatch-the confirmation of the thing in controver- 
>  - fee,I ſhall returne briefe anſwers to ſome common Queries, for 
* D700 ſomes ſatisfaftion. | 
Braf its mf grei, 3 bether men out 0 Office may be fitted for Goſpel Preaching ? Quefft. 1. 
wies, Szandj. Bs Men may (ſaid Sir Richard Baker) have Sacre dotes, though they are Anſwe 
ſe rid! gfuinſoul not, Sccerdotes. Abilities and holy Orders are not alwaies joyn'd and | 
Ke anderny, au/anrjfeld link*d together. What hinders? But that men being not Church 
_ _ _ -,_ © Officers, may bee fit and able Preachers ? Gods Spirit ( from whom 
Iain, andM.Ne, mend gifts for Goſpel-Preaching flow) breathes where it will, and is not 
Judges. Theymtho cloyſter'd up amongſt the Cleargy. Are Tongues and Arts neceſſary 
Kingdme « Heaven, th to fit men for Predeting ? If this were granted, ſome private mcn_ 
might then be found not unfit for Pulpits: for in Learning many.of 
ure tener ſein the Jayety will not come a ſtep behinde the Clergy. 
perfumed y brethren ff Doth not experience teach us? That many out of Office doe (at. 
— » leaſt) equalize the beſt, and farre furmount the greateſt part of our 
Church-Officers. Who thinkes not but that Dottor Baſtwicke efteems 
himſelte of this number, fith in contending about Church-Govern- 
ment he's not contented to trayle a Pike after the Cleargy , but ſtiles 
himſelfe Captaine of the Presbyterian Army, ; 
IV hether Preaching Officers will not be uſeleſſe, if all gifted for Preaching Queſt. 2 
may be Preachers ? © \ at 
There 1s a mutuall agreement amongit the Qcdinances of Chrilt: 
Jeſis, the one not (in the leaſt meaſhre) jarring with, or ſhouldring; 
out another. The Saints in the Primative Churches did, and they 
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(12) 
now, who judge themſelves to be vilible Churches , eſteeme Preach- 
ing-Charch-Officers to be needtull , notwithſtanding their private 
Preachers. 

WWnoy are ſo many Preachers and others ſo oppoſite to private mens Preaching, ? 

There are many and ſome that arc Godly, who are oppolite to 
the Exerciſe of private mens gifts in Prophelie. And "tis no wonder 
to ſee men, that are Godly to dillike things that are good; ith the. 
well of corruption (in this life) is not dry'd up in them, out of 
which Satan pumps all evill motions and a&ions, appropriated to 
them. | 

Many doe ſo behave themſelves towards private mens Preaching 
through ignorance, or want of light only. Which men oppugne 
truth (Nox qua veritater, ſed qua errorem Jnot as truth but as errour, for 
ſo it is in their judgements they miſ-judging by miſ-apprehending of 
it. They wo vrng it (as Mary did Chriſt, when ſhe ſaw him in the 
garden ſuppoſing him to be the gardiner) will not owne it. And 
miſ-apprehending it (as Peter did Chriſt, when he ſaw him walke on 
the eh are afr; 1 of it. It they knew it to be truth, they would 
(as Lzdia did (As 15. 15.) in reſpc of the Saints) earneſtly delire 
to entertaine it, and out of Joveto it would contend for it, and that 
unto bloud. But many there bee, who in their oppoſitions againſt 
private mens Preaching are gnided by an evill ſpirit , and ſelfe-love 
that corrupt affetion hath predominancy in them. They are ſo 
much endeared to their credit, caſe and profit, that they cannot with 
delight Ilooke on that praCtice , becauſe it crofleth (as they appre- 
hend) each of their darlings. The Spirit of Deotropkes and of Deme- 
trius appeares to be in too many amoneſ: us, 

Whether private mens Preaching would be inoffenſive, if they would not 
Preacd in Miniſterial places, and take up in Preaching Miniſteriall Formes 2? 

[ amignorant, what places arc called miniſteriall unlefle Pulpits. 
But why they ſhould be accounted more miniſteriall then other pla- 
ces I wot not: although many looke on the Pulpit as a place ſo ſa- 
cred, that noneunlefſe under holy Orders may lawfully enter in it. 

Andas for Formes and methods in Preaching, I would be inform- 
ed. Firlt whether Gods Dire&ory doth dfrc& Miniſters to this or that 
Forme or method, as alwaies necefſary and peculiar to them. 
Secondly if it doth ſo ; what is that Forme(or thoſe Formes) which 
is alwaies neceflary and pecvliar to them. Could I bee perſwaded, 

that 
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Tithfandng , © that thereare Formes in Preaching peculiar to Miniſters, 1 ſhould 


willingly vore, that no lay man in Preaching {ſhould lay hands on 
Wit hiringe warts chem But bein perſwaded to the contrary, I wilt that all private 
| \, who ar hay Preachers would ſtand faſt in their liberty, and not be intangled in a 
bee ko NE bondage. ThusTI have done with the Queries, and fo with 
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| tobe tidy they nul Y/herein the Author adadreſſeth himſelfe to his Antagoniſt i 
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wa, LE. - es 
Facob expeRted Rachel, but behold Leah was unexpeRedly brought 
to him. But Sir, what were your reaſons,that the Gentlemans rea- 
ſons ſhould indeed ” though not in ſhew) be forſaken by you ? Shall 
I gneſſe? 1 will thoot my bolt, if I hit not the white : yet (I ſappoſe) 
I thall not be farre from the markc. 


Peradventure you having a better view of the Minilters reaſons. 


than himſclte, and ſeeing them to weake four the condemnation of 


private mens Preaching, have brought forth againſt it a new accuia- 


tion ; being unwilling that the thing in controverſie ſhould receive 
the ſentence of abſolution : leaving the former reaſons to ſtand by as 
cyphers among{ the witneſſes in this preſent controverite , not con- 
{enting to their eje&jon out of the company. Or it may be you con- 
ceiv'd that ſome of his reaſons would bee the condemnation of ſome 
of your ations : for of this I am ſure, that ſome of his doctrine and 
your practice will not in amitie ſhake hands together. 
_ Secondly, I ſhall preſent to you ſome objefts of mine admira- 
tion. | | 
Firſt, I ſomething wonder at the ſublimity and highnefſe (not of 
your conceptions or expreſſions, but) of your ſtomack (Sit venia ver- 
bo) diſcover*d in and by your expreſſions. I take not Jobn Knowles 
(ay you) as a meet Antayonift in this controverſie.. I know you 
would, that ſome of eminencie ſhould give you a meeting to con- 
tend with you, that you may if you look 
diſgrace. But Sir [ Non vacat exiguzs rebus adeſſe jovi | they want leaſure 
(having in their hands waighty imployments) to attend ſuch ſmall 
matters. And doe thinke, that your unmeete Antagonilts are meete 
cnough to grapple with you. And Sir, why doe you contemine me ? 
As I perceive you doe, not only by your Paper, but by a ſpeech alſo, 


which I heard from you in Generall Maſſes Chamber. But where- 


fore? Is it becauſe of my minority ? Why ſhould that make me unit 


to deale in the controveriie? Shall not the Spirit of God bee ſuffer'd | 


Sprrare ubi vult, to breath where it will ? Or muſt his breathings be 
ccntemned, if they are found in Babes and Suckling? Surely if the 
Doors in the Temple had been of® that judgement , Chriſt Feſus 


(whil'R a Child) had not been ſaffer'd to diſpute amongſt them. I" 


Saul thought David unfit and unable for meeting with, and conquer- 


ing of that great Goliab, becauſe Pyer erat, he was but a Child. Thou 


_ art (faith he) not able to fight with this Philiſtin 3 fer thou art but a youth, 
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ard he a man of warre from his a Or is it becauſe I am not of the 
Cleargie ? Traly (Sir) though I am not of the Lord Biſhops , yet 1 
am of the Lord fe{us his Cleargie, to wit, bis beritage. But why doe | 
a& ſo much folly, as to wipe away diſgraceful] ſpeeches of this na- 
tare? Efteeme of me how you will : By the Grace of God T am what 1 
an. | 

Secondly, Ia little marvaile at your libecality and freeneſiſe, in 
granting that Tongues are not neceſſzry | Ad eſſe, ſed ad benz efſe | to 


the being but to the well being of a Paltor or Preacher. Sir, by this 


atfirmation, you have neither anſwered mine expctation, nor grati- 
tied the Minilter in ſupporting his Reaſons : whereof one hath recet- 
ved a deaths wound trum it. For his third Reaſon is this. 

Private men(fſaith he) may it Preach becaule they are not fit for the worke, 
for though Laz-perſons have a good meaſure of the knowledge of Divinity: yet 
tne3 are not preſently fit to Preach the Word ; for a Preacter there is required 
te knewiedge of the Arts and Tongues, of which lay men are moſt commonly ip - 
zicrant. Thus have you befriended your friend ; (though paradven- 
ture unwittingly;) and fairely vindicated his taird Rcaton, For 
hercby yon(although mine Antagoniſt ) have holpen me againſt him, 
who you call mine adverſary, and have joyned hands with me to pull 
downe his building. For Te ipſo judice his third Reaſon will proove 
uſclcile, to harme the opinion of thoſe, who hold it lawtull tor men 
out of Office to Preach the Goſpel. 


Thirdly, another obje& of mine admiration is your great par- 


_ riality; in thar you deny that liberty to others , which you ſo fre- 


quently make ute of, and that in a laviſhing manner. Your wholl 
Booke is little elſe than an heap of inconſequentiall conſequences, 
Notwithſtanding (in p. 23.) the weapon of conſequences muſt not 
by me and ſome others be handled, it you might have the ordering 
of us. But why muſt we not enjoy this liberty with you ? Seeing (as 
you ſay) arguing by conſequences is good and to be allowed. What 
muſt we have no liberty to uſe that, which may harme you ? But you 
would informe us, what the reaſon why you deny us conſequenciall 
Teaioning is, becaule it is d&>nyed (fay you) to us by many amongſt 

us in point of Pzdobaptiſme and ſome higher matters. 
Sir (by your favour) I cannot believe; that any amongſt us either 
have or will deny in Pzdobaptiſme, &c. conſequentiall Arguments, 
becaiſe conſequentiall : though they cannot alloiv (and that perad- 
- | yr venture 
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' venture on gromd ſufficient ) your conſequentiall Arguments ; 


bccauſe they (at leaſt) conceive that they are incontequentiall. But 
if there be any,who with their wits keep ſo little company; as to de- 
ny arguing from conſequences : may it by conlequence be gath'red in 
reaſon, that I am of the ſame opinion ? And It] am not guilty (as 


indeed 1 am not) of the fame tran(grefſion ; what equity is there, 


that I hould ſuffer with them the puniſhment of it? As for other 
things you have in the page forementioned, I rather (mile at, than 
anſwer to them. —- 
Fourthly, But the greateſt obje& of my wonder, and that which 
mainly mov'd me to put pen to Paper, is your fained charity and un- 
charitable curteſte. You tel your Reader (in the end of your Epiſtle) 


that yon have ( as if you were made up of Charrity) 


lefr out of your Booke the {lander (whereof was (as you ſuppoſe) 
euilty) being of more private concernument. Sir, 'tis true the accuſa- 
tion hath not enter'd within the Treatiſe, 'twas your pleaſure to 
leave it at the portall ; that the very paſſers by might behold me guil- 
ty. For in the Epiſtle by Capital ind bloudy Letters you give notice 
to your Reader, that I was guilty of laying a fowle aſpertion and 
anchriſtian {Jander upon a Minitter. neare in relation to you. Your 
owne words are theſe, (ſhewing one end of your writing) and for the 
Vindication. of a painfull Miniſter. neare in relation to me, from a fowle afper- 
fron and unchriſtian ſlander laid upon him in that writing. Sir, if I heer Apo- 
logize for my ſelfe, I hope ſhall notbeblam'd for it ; ith there is 
no man ſo carelefſe but hath ſome care of his credit ; and nothing 
more lawtull, than for a man, when his good name is unjuſtly taken 
from him, to endeavour by juſt meanes to regaine it to him. Tae 
wiſe man tells us, That a good name is more deſirable than ample riches, and 
better than tie beſt ointment. The expreſſion in my writing on which 


the accuſation laies it's foundation is this, What ſhall we then ſay to oy 


Engliſh Prieſts, who at a Prelates probibition, will ceaſe to be Preacbers and turn 
Phyſitians ? Sir by your owne confeſſion, this is the only ſpeech, 


_ whence you gather, that I am guilty ofa fowle aſperiion andunchri- 


ſtian ſlander. Where you have learn'd thiz art of Dedufion, to draw 
that out of mine interrogation which w#s not in. it, I could informe 
you. But that the Reader and you ( if you pleaſe) may underſtand, 
how urjuſtly you have drawne ſuch an accuſation from that exprefli- 
on, I ſhall r. late the occalion cf it ; by ſetting downe the Miniſters 
&rſt Reaſon, and part of mine anſwer to it; wherein the expreſſion 
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ſo offenſive and ſinfall (in your conceit ) is contained. 


The Minitkters Firſt Keafon againſt private mens preaching is word 
for ward this. 

The reaſon ( ſaith be) is the ſaying of the Apoſtie Paul, 2 Cor. 7. 20. Let 
every man abide in the ſame calling, wherein he was called. Now 
when a lay man dotÞ take upon him the preaching of the Word, he doth not abide 
in the ſame calling, wherein he was called ; be dot) not heepe bimſelfe within the 
compaſſe of bis owne calling, but he doth paſſe the bounds and limits of it, And 
doth not the ſame Apoſtle will the Theſſalonians (1 Thel. 4. 11.) To ſtudy 
to be quiet and to doe their owne buſtneſſe, to worke with their owne hands, 4s be 
commanded them ? Now when a Lay-perſon doth undertake the preaching of the 
Ivord, be doth not doe bis owe buſineſſe, bis proper worke , but doth meddle with 
a buſine(ſe that concernes hi not. 

Thus far the Miniſters Reaſon.; mine anſwers followes.. 


The Anſwer. 

That we may the better give an anſwer to this reaſon ,, wee will 
draw it-up into two Sillogiſmes. 

The Firſt whereof is this. | | 

Every one ought to continue in that calling wherein hz was called. x Cor. 7. 
2Ce. : 

But a Laj-perſon, that tahes upon bim the Preachins of the Word doth not 
continue in the ſame calling wherein hc was called. Therefore a Lay perſon ought 
220t to preach the ord. 

Tothe Firſt we Anſwer, That the Authors bare literall expreſſion. 
of thoſe words, though not his intention in the expreſſing of them is 
goodand Lawfull. His exprefſion's. good ; becauſe *tis the Apoſtles : 
his intention evill ; becauſe not conſonant 'but repugnant to the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoſt in that place. Wherein it ſeemes that hee 
laid it down either from grofle ignorance, or with purpoſe to deceive 
and beguile unſtable Souls. His drift in the allegation. of that Text 
was to prove; that Lay men (as they call them) having trades exc. 
ought to continue in them, and not. to depart from them. But how 
contrary this is to the meaying of the Apoſtle theſe conſiderations 
will plainely ſhew. ; | | 

Firſt, contider to whom the Apoſtle diref&ts the words, to wit, ta 
believing Husbands, Wives and Servants. 


Secondly, conſider the end == which they were ſpoken,which was 
3 the- 
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the ſatisfa&tiqon of the Nr in this ſcraple, whether (to inſtance 
in an Husband) the believing Husband {ſhould continue with his un- 
believing Wife, and not leave her hc being called to the Faith. The 
Apoſtle denyes it, and commands him to continue in that calling (to 
wit ofan Hnsband) in which he was, when called to the Faith. 

Thirdly, If that be the incaning , then tire Apoſttie (as I ſuppoſe) 
muſt needs be contrary to himſelie. For in verſ. the 21. he exhorts 
Servants (the perſons to whom the cxortation 1n veric the 20. was 
directed.) that if they be cajled being Servants, that they ſhould nct 
care: but if they might be free, that they ſhould ule it rather. Now 
according to the Authors expoſition, I cannot ſee how theſe two pla- 
ces can agree together. - 

Fourthly, conlider the ill conſequence ot that expoſition. Then 
Chriſts Diſciples did iin in departing from their fir!? callings and in 
ſetting upon another. And if they did {in in it, then Chrilt was the 
cauſer of it, for he commanded them ſo to doe: which to aire is 


no leffe then blaſphemy. 


Now you may fee, that the propoſitton for the end which heuſeth 


it is vaine and idle. But ſuppolic it werc granted, that it is unlawfull 
ro leave one calling for another. What ſhould wee then ſay to thoſe 
Enyliſb Prieſts, who at a Prelates prohibition, will c aſe to be preach- 
ers and will become Phyſitians? And what will ic make againſt pri- 
vate mens preaching ? Nothing ſurely, as we ſhall preſently by our 
Anſwer to the Minor propoittion clearly prove. | 
Now forthe Affamption , where the Author t:1Is us ; that a Lay 
man, that takes upon him the preaching of the Word departs from 
that calling, wherein he was called. Ea 
To which TI Anſwer. Fir, That if his words be rightly underſtood 
(as being the words of the Apoſtle) he ſpeaketh non-ſence. For this 
is the meaning of the Apoſtles words. That every one ought to 'con- 
tinue in his calling (as that of an Husband, &c.) wherein hee was 
when called to the Faith ; although as being-an Husband he hath :n 


unbelieving Wife, This being the Apolilss minde, the'Afumption 


will thus ranne. | = 

Every Lay-perſon that preacheth the Word, being callcdto bee an 
Husband or Servant departs from being an Hnsband or Servant. 
Secondly, Although we ſhon!d take his "meaning and Jeave his 
words: yet here is fiothing but bare affirmations 5 without any 
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probation, and therefore of Chriitians it deſerves n> better then rc 


jegtion. The man had ſaid ſomething to purpole, it he had .proved, 


that every lay man departs from his calling by taking on him the 
preaching of the Word: as heer he hath afiirmed. 

Thirdly, 1 Anſwer, That his aſſumption is moſt falſe and untrae. 
| 1. Becauſe, they doe not depart from their callings,who uſe them. 
But thoſe who preach as lay perſons uſe their callings : therfore, &c. 

Secondly, Becauſe they depart not from their callings, who live 
by them. But they who preach as Lay perſons, live not by their prea- 
ching, but by their callings. | 

Fourthly, 1 Anſwer, That dangerous conſequences doe follow 
from it. As, 

Firſt, Thar all thoſe Chriſtians in the Primative time who were 
ſcattered abroad, by reaſon of the perſecution, that aroſe about Ste- 
ven, departed from their callings, for it is written, that they went 
about preaching. Atis 8. 4. | 


Secondly, Th :t Pay! departed from his preaching, becauſe hee nfed 
the occupation of Tent-making, Ads 18. 3. 

Thirdly, That God commands al], who have the gift of prophe- 
fie to depart from their lawtull callings. For he hath commanded all 
that have the gift to uſe it, according to the proportion of Faith. 
Rom. 12. 5. Thus farre the Anſwer. 

Sir, if you would judge with impartiality , yon would (notwith- 
ſtanding your high accuſation) bee infarc'd to pronounce me non- 
guilty. If you will not ; yet I hope the reader will, who is inzenious 
and impartial]. Wherefore I might in equity draw my ſelfe as inno- 
cent out of the accuſation, and bring you in, as being guilty of (to 
uſe your owne words )) a fowle aſpertion and unchriſtian flander againſt 
me. 


Before paſſe over the accuſation have patience to heare a few of 
mine obſervations from it. 

Firſt, I obſerve (but this by the bye) your great overſight in your 
very Grammaticals. 1. In miſ-underſtanding common plaine Eny- 
liſh, which a man below th# degree of a Maſter of Arts might have 
eaſily perceived.. 2. In taking Prieſts , Preachers and Phyhtians to 
be worde of the fingular number. | 

Fonrthly, I cannot but note (1 wiſh you may ſeriouſly take notice 
of it ) your willingneſle to expoſe me to publike diſgrace. My name 


hath 
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hath heretofore amongſt ſome Na {ſomewhat infamous in the Citie 
by your occaſion. Bur as therewith being unſatisfied, you have rai- 
ſed a ramour throughout the Country by your printed papers ; that 
I am guilty of a fowle aſperſion and unchriſtian tander. And all this 
notwithſtanding I was publiquely cleared before the Mzgittrate. For 
I was (being at the Tolſy) accuſed by one of your party, and clear'd 
by a Miniſter of your owne;, after I had made tor my ſelte a bricte A- 
pologie in the audience of the whole Afſembly , hee protefling that I 
was only faulty in calling them Prieſts, a diſgraceful title. To whom 
I replycd aftcr this manner. That the name in it ſelfe is not diſgrace- 
full. And although it belongs not now to men as Charch-Officers : 
yet *ewas a wonder that men retaining Epilcopall Ordination ſhould 
be offended with it ; ſth by that name they were Ordained Miniſters, 
and frequently ſo calPd by their Buok of Common Prayers. 

Whar Sir, is this a carriage fit for a Chriitian to a Chriſtian ? Or 
am I not a Chriſtian, becanſe not a dependant but Independant Pres- 
byterian? Were a Turk,you might not wrong me : for the Goſpel doth 
not allow a Saint to hate, or unjuily todiigrace his enemy : Well 
Sir, take heed, leaſt the ſame bread by ſome other be broken to you ; 
and the ſame meaſure rendred, which you have metcd out to me in 
fall meaſure, prefſed downe and running over. 


Thirdly, 1 have obſerved your ſtraying from the rules of common 


equity ; in that you have accus'd me in the worlds eye as a perſon 
fowly criminous, without ſhewing wherein, or proving, that. ] was 
onilty. Phyloſophy Cwherewith that you are acquainted, you would by 
your title maſter of Arts informe your reader:) it would have taught 
you a better lefſon, had you but conſulted with irs Oracles, although 
you had in thedoGtrine of Theologie been wholly ignorant. Thus 
much of that accuſation. 

Now further you have di{cover'd your Charity towards me to bee 
bur fained, by zccuſing me (in your Epiſtle to the Reader) of a crime 
as great, if not greater then the former : to wit, that I took the bold- 
neſſe publiquely before the Magiſtrate to defend the praftice of pri- 
vate mens Preaching, with ſuch contemptons language againſt the 
godly and faithfull Minifiers of this Kingdome, as the five Reverend 

pologiſts abhorre the thoughts of. *Tis true, I tooke the boldnefſe 


tc defend that prafticc, but with no contemptuous language againſt 
o Y © ® : | 
the godly,my Soul abhorr's it. But fir, what were the contemptuous 
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ſpccches I thin ukd ? Or how cane pou to know them, being not 
then preſent, if my memorie proves faithtull ro me? You were per- 
£00 j5 ge? » 43. © vpewub ey C2 Nt y 
adventure to inform'd. Bur LACY it any} Who Gd lo Inform? you, 
wiil notdare ( lam conjd:nt) bitore my face co atfnrine it; fort 
{nall dizprove them. Str, ſhall | taks the boldnclic to Intrme you, 
bcing ionorant of the truth in chat particular, !t n9t worte. The 
truth is, I was fo tarre from being gailty of contemptuous Janguage 
againſt any (much leſſe the godly) that to much as an accuſation was 


not carryed on againſt me. Yea farther I was (at my ſecond apyear- 


ing) by an Alderman publikely freed from being guilty of any ſuch 
lngaze. AndI appzalz to all of that Aiſembly, bar cipecially ro the 
Rigut \Vorſhipfall Major * (that then was) ail Alder men (whoſe 
cartecus carriage at that time towards me I remember with all grate- 
tulnefle) ro ſentence for or againit me. What Sir, do yon thinke your 
bare accuſation iuthcient to condemne me ? At that race who ſhall be 
oniltleſſe? Feou's imnlens erit, fi accuſatori crimine n97 fro ato, flues habea- 
tur ? Said 7uli.n the Emperonr. Or doe you thinke it nat an evill to 
rake up and divulge falle reports of others? Or is it from your cha- 
ritable credulity that you have followed Mr. Edwards in telling Sto- 
ries? Thus much for your feigned charity, now for your uncharitable 
carteſie. | 

You have (pag. 1.) inforni'd your Reader, that in anſwering my 
writing, you havegratined me with the omiſſion of things ſcattered 
in it. Surely Sir I hold not my ſelf bound in daty to give you thank: 
for this your cartcite, it being but a crafty way of difgracing, or at 
the beit bur. Court-like, mecrly Complementall. For I ſuppoſe had 
it been reall, much of your paines in page 21. had becn ſpared, and 
ſuch an auiwer to my Querie had not been rendred. But mnſt (fay 
you) returi:c an anſwer to his demand. Peradventure *twas becauſe 
you coula {within the compaſle of that writing) tind? nothing elfe, 
trom which colonrably you mighe diſgrace m2. But whit is the de- 
mand you maſt reeds an{wer? The Mini:ier having afftrmecd, that the? 


Is, 


 xnowledze of the Arts and Jongucs is required to makea Preacher.,l 


therefore demanided; Whithw by Arts he did underſtand the art of Geometry, 
Aftr:nom: or the lihe 7 And for Tengnes, Whither it be the TPelch, Irify, Latine, 
Gree}, or Fle:rcw! Or whither all 'Tozpurs be require! t 
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But what doc you gather from it as impiy'd in it? Firſtthat | am ig- 
norant, Secondly impudent. But by what Logickx ?' Not by that, 
u hich Ariſtotle but Mrs Jrvid/a tzught you. But let us [ce how in 
your judgement mine ignorance ani impudence ſhines forth by that 
 Querie. Mine ignorance ot the Arts appeares by my icoffing at them; 
for thus you ſay. Our writer jcoſfing, at them 3s only a proclaming bis icno- 
rance of them. Sir you have there gather'd up, what 1 never ſtrew'd,and 
have builded on a foundation never laid by me. It you could prove, 
that I ſcoffed at the Arts, your inference would be good, that I was 
ignorant of them. But I was ſo tarre trom {cofhng. at them, that 1 
alwaies have highly eſtcem'd them, ſince I enjoy'd the leaft iniight in 
the leaſt of them. Now for mine impudency in regard of the 
Tongues, which you obſerve and wonder at alſo. For thus you ſay. 
For the Tongues ; Firſt I wonder at tha youths impudency, &c. What, no 
lefle than impudency ? Bat let us ſee, whether you have without im- 
pudency accus'd me tor it. How have you made good your charge 
againſt me ? By two Reaſons, alike weighty. Firlt in that I jumble 
the Greeke and Hebrew Tongues in a {coffe amongſt the Welch and 
Iriſh, Sir, it ſcemes that I am (in your judgement) impudent , not 
becauſe I made a mention of thoſe Tongues together, but becauſe 1 
did it in a ſcofting manner. But how doe you prove it? ſo you ſup- 
poſe. But ſuppoſitions are inſufficient to juſtifie accuſations. Now 
what's your Second Reaſon ? This, becauſe I paralleFd in a jeering 
manner the originall Languages with the Welch and Iriſh, Tongues 
of leaſt uſe and repute.. If this were true, then might you argue impu- 
dency truly from it. But how may it in equity be gathered from my 
Querie, that I did parallel or equall the Welch and Iriſh Tongues to 
the Greeke and Hebrew, becauſe did there name them together ? If 

I were guilty of impudency and did ſee it, I ſhould not bee ſo impu- 
dent as not to be aſhan!'d of it. Notwithſtanding what here you have 
{aidT ſee no cauſe why I ſhould bluſh. Thys ends the Second Part 
of the Treatiſe. 


2 


v/ 


The 


ſrofing the t 
ajoydtheleaft ink 
Wency IN regard of 
alo, Forthus youk 
| mNpudency Or, t 


Ner you have withoutis 


(23) 
The Third Part. 


1Whereia the examination of Private mens Preaching is examined, 


N20 Ll is not (faith the Proverb) Gold, that gliftcrz. Ther- 
> forelet us (according to the old Motto) firſt try be- 
a fore we trult: or rather (as the Apoſtle {peaketh) Try 
TH all things and bold faſt that which is good. Wherefore I {hal 
\ here bring the Examination of private mens preach- 


) ing unto the touch-itone of Examination, affording 


HUT 


a;juſt and Legall tryall to it; that we may know how july to paſſe 


ſentence on it. In page 1. mine Antagoniſt hath expreſt my grant to 


made good your the Miniiter, mine Adverſary, as he calls him. I am ſtill 3 
T. Firk in that] j minde. What I then Dates] ſhall not now boragg+ Bar = 
woupf the Welk a gifted for preaching, have no more authority ro preach ; than Uzzab 
ment) impadent, nn had to put his hand to the Arke, which was contrary to command 3 
topether, bat becauſe] they ſhall be ” as Vzzai was) guilty of finne, if they doe it. ; 
zproveit? ſo you ſap- Next having laid downe the Dodrine, I maintain'd againſt the 
Rifie accuſations. Now Miniiter, he drawes forth three Scriptures, which I alleadged to juſlt- 
Iparlleld in a fer fie private mens Exerciſe of the gift of prophelie ; and endeavours to 
Ichod lib, Torge Frog them to ſpeake to his owne heart, and not ſo much, as to caſt a 
\nioht youuryicinp avourable countenance on mine opinion. _ 
rye opheredfroms The firſt place mentioned is Rom. 12. 6. Having therefore gifts, &c. 
1 2nd InfhTongint whether Propheſie, let us prophefie according to the proportion of Faith. 
namethem topether?! 6 In replyin g to mine Antagoniit, I hall preſent you firſt with a brief 
ould not bee ſoinp xpolition of that Scripture, then with a ſhort (yet fall ) confatati- 
I Ur hereyoul on of his Anſwer. For the firſt of theſe thus. From the beginning of 
WES ie wands © third to the ninth verſe of this Chapter, the Apoſtle gives exhor- 
oF COT CORFIrnIng thoſe,who have gifts for,or Offices in the Church. 
ve may in genergll take notice of thoſe particulars, as, the 
manner, ground and mattgr of tl ; 
aig pw gr tzr of t 1m. How he exhorts them you 
1 | ne in theſe words 3 T ſay to or charge ] every man, that is a- 


mor. J - fy, | y 7 5 P 
eftzcu ; Vhcrein you may obſerve the extent. and authority, tnat 


- his exh : eb 
bailds ep app carry W th them. Now the ground on which hee 
s his charge is 2xpreft in theſe words, By the Grace given to me, 1. e. 


ID 2 | By 


24.5 | 
By that ability ar: 2uthoviry which Gol though his Grace towards 
me hatch b{ftoat on we, to infill aid exhort you. Now the matter 
of the exhortativn ts laid downe, riwre gnerally in the 3, 4, &X 5. 
verlce, and more particularly in the eaſning verics. = 

In the general he diicovererh their duty with the reaſon of it. The 
duty is both negatively and affirmatively laid before thcm, thus ; Nor 
to tainke of dimieife more bighl; than be bt to whinke, but to twinke loberly,ace 
cordins x God Math dealt to every man the meatare of Fat + Which with the 
words foreg-ing is as much as if he had faid. I charge every one that 
amonglt you, by reaſon of that ability and authority beſtow'd on me 
for exhorcation, not todelire in regard of gifts, to ſeeme to have 
more gitts, or more of any gift than he hath: and in regard of Oftt- 
ces, not to defire to doe more in his Office or Miniſtry than what be- 
longs to it ; nor to go beyond his own calling into anothers. Where- 
in the Apoſtle ſp:ctaliy condemnes two evils, firft pride, whereby 
men deitre to ſeeme to have what they have nor, and to be what they 
_ are not, lifting up themſelves an«l de{piiing others as uſclefle in their 
gifts or Miniſtry : Secondly, diſcontentedneſfle, whereby men are not 
contented with Gods di:tribution towards th-m and diipolition of 
them in the body. In like manner he commends ta them the contra- 
ry vertaes. 

Now I come to thc reaſon of the exhortation, ſet downe in th2 4. 
and 5. veries, and drawne from the rel:tion that is among! Saints. 
They (though many) being but one body in Chrit Feſus and ſo mem=- 
bers one of another, have divers ations, and theretorc oaght not to. 
deire to doe the ation of every member, but to bee contented doins 
that, for which God hath plac'd them in the body : And alio ought 
to looke upon others gifts and places as appointed by God for, and 
tending to their profit and commodity. This Reaſon is alſo illuſtza- 
ted by a ifimilitude verſ. the 4. Now the Apoſtle goes on, and makes 
application in particular of the exhortation, he had in generall pro- 
posdto them. Firſt, he laies a ground to the thing intended,in theſe 
words ; Hav:ns then gifts difering acc:rdinggto the Grace given to us ;, that 
1s, ſecing we have (being one body) diverS ations, and ſo divers gifts 
for the performance of them, according to Gods gracious difpeniati- 
on to as. Next he ſets the Exhortation on particular perſons, by di- 
viding the praxin or aCtion of the ſeverall members of the body, into 
Prophefie and Miniftery, T ſhall fpeake only of the firſt, to Wis 
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Propncite. Wretoe? Proporte| ler us prophetic} accordir; to the proportion 
. nw #5 
of Faith. Initead of tae words, tet xs propheiie, we arc to undericand the 
whole 3. ver{. and 10 the Apo.iles minds ictemcs to be this. 1 charge 
every one, that i3 amonegſt you having ae gitt of rrophciie,( whercby 
hec's able to ſpeake to others editication, cxhortation and comfort } 
to brhave himic]t humbly and contentedly in the exerciſe of that gift, 
in the diſcovery ot that meature of knowledge injoy'd by him. So 
mach by way ot Expoittion. | 
Now I thall (according to promiic) tall upon the ſecond thinz,the 
conſultation of mine 4ntzponit's Aniver. He endeavours to make 
Rem. 12. 6. to be an unitt #orindation, to beare up the opinion of the 
lawfuln:fſe of private m-115 preacting ; and not only iv, but allo to 
ſpzake againft it : Ando it doth, it he miſtake not; for thas he faith, 
'The trut: 35, this Scripture conciicles agarn't him. But what courſe doth he 
take to bring his purpoſe to paſſe? Truly thas hee thought to etfe& 
it, by putting on that Scripture an Expo:ition of his owne, and by 
crofling that, which I gave to it. | 
In replying to votn, I {hull not ſpend time to gather up or Anlver 
all, thac he there ſcatters ; knowing how to imploy my time better : 
but ſhall only ſtrike at the body, which being downe, will be ſaffici-- 
cnt. His Expoſition you have page the ſecond, the ſumme whereof is 
this.The Apoffte ( ſaith he) requires; that tygy woo bave theſe gifts oxopireiay 
and Naxartav (ibid, Propneſiz and Miniſtery, or ( as he tranſlates ir) 
Deaconſbip, «xcrciſe tven in humility aad Tetity, Where by Prophcite ee 
would underſtand the giftcd callines both of the Paſtor and Teacher: 
and by Miniſtery, the Office of the Deacon only. 
Mine Antagoniſt by his Expolition doth (as I ſuppoſe) not a little 


groundleffe, I (tall put that Expotition in the ballance of the San&y- 
ary, placing Truth in the ſcale oppoiite to it,whereby you may eaſily 
diicerne the ligntneſſe of it. Although I cannot deny, but that the 
Apoſtle doth in this Chapter require thoſe to preach (as mine Artc- 
con:ft faith) who are by Offce Pai:ors and Teachers ; and thoſe who 
have lying on them the Dezcons Office, to behave themſelves in ſun- 
plicity: yet I cannot believe,that we arc by the word Propheſie to un - 
derſtand both rhe Paſtors and Teachers Office ; or that by the word 
Miniltery is itgnifed the Office of thoſe only, who are intraſted with 
che Churches money, for the ſupply of the poor”s nccefſity, whom we 
commonly call Deacons. D 3 Firſt 


 Atraine that Scripture. That you may perccive my ſuppoſall not to be Anſw.. 
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Firſt I cannot be perſwaded, oa the word Propheſre dot}1 in Rom. 
12. 6. iignitie the Otfices or gifted callings or Paſtors and 1 eachers, 
1. Becauſe a contrary interpretation of that word Propheſic would 
agree with the Scripture. If 1 ſhould affirme, that Propefie doth there 
fignifie gitts or abilities, whereby men are fitced to be inſtruments to r 
the World's and Churches commodity 3 .I ſhould not ftray from it's 
common acceptation in the Scripture, neither ſhould I croſle Pauls 1n- 
tention in that Scripture. 2. Beccuſe that interpretation , which 
makes the word Propheſie to denote the Offices of Paſtors a:d Teach- _ 
ers is contrary to the Scripture. 1. Becauſe 'cis contrary to common \. 
ſpecking ( from which Scripture is not wont to vary) by gitts to cx- 
preſſe Offices. 2. In that, Propheſie (in Scripture phraſe) is a giit, and 
commonly doth lignitie abilities ; 1 Cor. 14. But where the Ofices 
of Paſtors and Teachers are <xpreſſcd by it I yet finde not. It is fo tar 
from ſignifying the Offices of both,that I finde it to denote the Ottice 
of neither Paſtor nor Teacher. Andait is ſo farre from denoting the 
Office of either, that it ſignifies the gift of neither. 1 Cor. 12. 8. com- 
pared with the 12. of the ſame Chapter. 

Secondly, Becauſe that Expoſition doth ( if 1 miſtake not) repre- 
fent Paul as one guilty of uling tautology & batrology in his ſpeak- 
Ing, which to affirme is not agreeing to Scripture. 

Secondly, I cannot be induc'd ang that the word |Naxoriz] 
Miniſtery doth in Rom. 12.7. hold forth the Office of Deacons only, 
whoſe worke is to make diſtribution to the poore of the Churches 
contribution for them. 1. Becauſe there i3 no neceſſity that it ſhould 
here be ſo expounded. If the word Miniſtery were in Scripture no 
where uſed but to expreſſe the Office of Deacons only, peradventure 
it would neceſſarily tollow,that it ought in Rom. x 2.to be ſo expoun- 
ded. But it doth in general] iizpnifie any Miniſtery; and in particular 
that of Teaching Elders : as in As 6. 4. and Epb. 4.. 12. Wherefore 
the Diſpenſers of the Word are called [/::2910' | Miniſters or Dea- 
Cons. 1 Cor. 3. 5. Thereforc there is no necellity, that it muſt in Roz. 
12. be taken for the Office of the Deacon only. 2. Becanſe there is a 
_ probability at leaſt,that it ought not herg/to be ſo Interpreted. 1. Be- 

cauſe we have immediately a recitall of the ſeveral Officers or Mini- 
ſers of the Church, as an amplification or explication of the Apoſtles 
minde in that expreſſion, verſ. 7. 2. Becaule in verſe the $. (where 
the Deacon is ſpoken of ) he is not called Sdwr&- a Miniſter, 


but 
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but Mims ( Dyi d:ſtribuit ) he thit diſtributeth. Whercby Paul 

leemes (at leait) ro giveus notice, that by Minſtery he did not intend 

the Ottice of the Deacon only. 3. Becauie trom thar interpretation 

(if not many, yet) ſome ablurdities will be produced. As, 1. There- 

by Paul appcars as uling needleſle repetitions in ſpeaking ; which may 

(as I conceive) be ca:ily perceiv'd, by comparing verie 7. with the $. 

2. Thereby Ruling Elders (m:ntioncd verie 8.) are excluded as none 

Of thoſegitts (verle 6.) given tor the Churehes good. The gitts are 

(ſaith mine A4ntavoniſt) Prophefie and Miniſtery, i, e. the Offices (as hee 

would have it) of Paſtors. Teachers and Deacons; and fo Ruling EI- 

; ders are excluded. So much in anivwer to his expolition. I ſhall now 

come to makea Reply to his Exc:piions againit mine Expoſition. 

.; He endeavours (page 3.)to make invalid mine Interpretation of that 

. Scripture ; and ſo to ſhuulder out my dedufQion from it. But how 

doth hee endeavour it? Surely by Ilabouring to prove that the word 

xther 1 12.8 Gifts is not to be taken for abilities only ; but for Offices or gifted 

"e103 callings. But how doth he po_ it? By two Reaſons, too weake to 

_" bolſter ap his opinion. The firſt whereof is this. 1, Becauſe the word 
(if I miſtakennt) 


&battolopy in hyp 


DUre, 


that the word [kw That he hath not ſhewed, where in Scripture the word tranſla- AW 
Offie of Deacoms ut 1.40 Gifts, in Rom. 12. 6. is aſed for Offices themſelves , or giftcd 
poore of the Chun callings. What meanes th-n thoſe Scriptures, Eph. 4. 8. & chap. 3. 8. 
which he hath quoted ? Surely they meane not, what hee meant in 
quoting of them ; the firſt being in ſoun:1 not in ſubſtance for him, 
the other neither in ſound nor ſubſtance helping of him. Wherefore 
[ ſhall only reply to the firſt of them, to wit, that in Eph. 4. 8. where 
the word Gift is uſed, but notwithſtanding it makes nothing for his 
het purpoſe. 1. Becauſe the word Gift is there not to be taken for Offi- 
ces or gifted callings, but for thoſe new Covenant-mercies, which 
| God, by the hand of Chrift, gives to al thoſe, to whom he gives him- 
{elfe to be a God by way of © enant. Which Mercies are mention- 
ed, Hebr. 8. 10. Fer this 3s thtCovenant, that T will make with the houſe of 
Iſrael _ thoſe dates,ſaith the Lord, I will put my Lawes into their minde, and 
write them in their bearts : {or according to the Greeke giving my Lawes 
$.(W into their minde,T will write them on their hearts, exc. i, e. I will, by giving 
# apowerfull light into their underſtandings, cauſe them to bee like 
me 


Gift (ſaith he) is uſed in Scrirture (as Texpound it) for the Office it ſelfe or Mr. I. 
giſted calling, Oc. . | 
.  Tothisreaſon in way of reply, 7 ſhall make this anſiver. 


(22) 
me and to give up themſelves ro me, and lo | will appeare to be their 
God, and they {ha!l appeace to be my pc3ptc- "That thc word Gif:s 
there ought to be ſo cx#pounded, 2nd not as MINC £59"..00y would 
havc it, 1s very cleare, bota troin tie CONtCXKE and alſo from the place, 
whence it was drain. - —_ 

_ 2. If it were grantcd, heat the word Gifts in that plzcr doth {19111- 
fic Ojfices or gifcd calling;: Yet it doth nut t0rlow that in Aom. 8. 6. 
It ought fo to be taken : for although in our Erghjp Bibles the word; 
doc not differ : yet in the Originz!l they arc not the ſame. The word 
trantlated Gifts in Rom. 12.15 zaeouams, (gratie ) graces; but in Fpheſ. q. 
NuarzyCoraggttts,many of the Clergy cry out again{t ſome of tre [Lay 
ty, as unfit to open or apply the Scriptures, b:cauſe they are tne 
quainied with the original langu wes.l ſuppoie many ot them talk of 
Originals morc than ule tzem:Ic ieems mine Antagoniit had « ne E2- 
liſþ not Gree: Teftamcnt in his hand,when he quotcd this Scripture, 

Secondly,alchough it wcre quoted,that the word ( xuelouem, )Gifts 
is in Scripture ſomewhere uſe] for giftcd callings: yer ir doth not 
follow, that in Nom. 1 2.6. it mui: be ſo underi.ocd, firit, bec:nſe one 
andthe ſame word may in divers places be of ditfcrent fignifcati- 
. ons: vea, in one and the fame place it may itgniFe divers things. 

2. Becauſe that word in Rom. 12. tranfJated Gifts, is often in the 
Scripture nſed for abilitics cnly, as in Roin. 1.11. 1 Cor. 12, 4. and {© 
his reaſon will makerather againſt him, than tor him. For thus one 
might argne from his Reaſon, IF the word Grjts ba ſomewhere in 
Scripture nafed for abilities only; then it may beſo taken in Rom. 12, 
Burt in Scripture the word fo jignifies: Theretore in Row. 12. it may 
be fo expounded. | 
* So muck forhkis firft Reawn. Now to rhe ſccond, which is drawn 
from the abſurgities that will follow ; i: we take the word Gifts to 
lignify their abilities cnly. That I may the better try its ſtrength, 1 
[tall draw it up into this one Syllogitme. | 

That expoittion of Scriptare? is not to be fo}Jowed,from which :b- 
ſurdities do naturally low. But if thevord Gifts in Rom. 12. 6. be 
expounded abilities only, thence ablurditics will follow naturally : - 
Therefore, &c. | | 

_ Thefiift I fhall grant to be an orthodox truth; but let us fee whi- 
thcr we may lawfully palle the ſame ſentence pon the Aſſumption. 
Falſe accuſing both ot oHIntens and perſons is a cine too common. 

- | Mzny 
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Many things, which arc not R Se. s.s are branded for ablurdities. Ma- 
ny opinions aud praCtiſes arc accaſcd with the bringing forth of 
monſt-ous births of ab:urdities, which are as free from them, as Chriſt 
was from iniquitic*. But doth not tie expounding of the word Gifts, 
in Rom, 12. for abilicics, produce and bring forth many abſurdities ? 
Surcly there had been no need to wander tarre for reſolution in this. 
marticalarz if the Author otthe Reaion had been as good in proving 
in brane 3 not = _p Ry: wp G 

23 bold in affirming : For abſurditics (faith he) will follow ſuch an 
Expolition, which are in number two, according to his reckoning. 
The firſt is this following. 

IVe may then proceed from abilities to the Exerciſe of other callings, for if "a= 
bility to preach h- ſufficient to Authoriz? one to Preach without any more adoe, 
then aljo ability to Baptize,and to Rule, ard Governe, us ſufficient to Authorize 
aily to Baptize, and to tate on them to Rul:, Governe and Fudge, as Rulers, 
M:iſtrates and Jadyes doe, &c. 


EY 14 


*f -» 
6,0 ba 


Three things are here affirmed, which are clearly expreſſed, or ne- Anfw. 


ceſſarily implyed. I (hall here declare them, and declare ſomething in 
AnKver to cach of them. 


£ irſt, He ainrmes, that it is unlawfull to proceed from abilitics to 
the exerciſe of callings. 

Secondly, T hat he that Preacheth, doth by Preaching enter into 
the c:lling of him, who by Office is a preacher. 

Thirdly, Thar if it be Jawfull, from abilities (without any more 
adoc) to proceed to the Miniſters calling : then *tis lawfull, from 


abilities to proceed to other callings, as that of the Magiltrate to 


Rule, &c. 
To the Firſt of theſe I ſhall thus Anſfiver. 


Firit, I darc not allow that ſpeech to bee true without exception « 


For there are ſome callings as the Husband-mans calling with ſome. . 


other, into which a man, having ability, may lawfully enter, and in 
them excrcile himſclfe from abilicics only. 

Seconaly, That if it be ſpoken with limitation, it may be receiv'd 
for a truth without contradiftion. If it bee reſtrained to callings in 
the Church, then 1 affirme that it is unlawfull for any man to pro- 
cecd into the excreife of caMings meerly from abilities : becauſe the 
Lord in his Word requires,that unto qualifications for Offices, Eleftion and 
Ordination le annexed, before the exerci je of them (in way of Office) be un- 
dertal cn, = | 

F. 


Now 


Duet. 2. 


Ce. 6 

Now to the Second of his attrmations, which is this, That hee that 
Preacheth doth enter into the caing, of vim, who by Office is a Preacher. 

This affirmation is falic and ab.urd, which may appzare by theſe 
two Reaſons. - 

Firſt, Becauſe a man may doe, in ſome way, ſome a&jons that be- 
long to anvthcs calling, and yet not inrrench upon , or enter into 
his calling. Praiiinz of God (under the Law) upon Mnncall Infiru- 
ments was the calling of ſome of the Levites; Now did all (not bcing 
Levites) intrench upon their calling, who did (in the preicnce of 
others) praiſe God upon Mulicall Inſtruments? Prayer is a worke 
that belongs to a Miniſters calling, A&s 6. 4. Now doe all thoſe, that 
pray (when a company is met together) as their mouth unto Gol, 
enter into the Minitfiers calling? Is it not a worke of the Magiſtrate 
ro judge betwixt perſons in matters of civill difference? Notwith- 
!tanding the Apotile bids the Corinthians to ſet thoſe to judge, who 
were not judges by Office. 1 Cor. 6. But I hope the Apoſtle would not 
have them to intrench on the Magiſtrates calling. Preaching ot the 
Goſpel is an Apoſtles worke, Rem. 1. 1. Doe all then, that take upon 
them to be Preachers, enter into the Apoſtles Office ? &c. Every cal- 
ling hath not all it's workes peculiar to it ſelfe. 

Secondly, Becauſe Preaching is not a worke peculiar to a Minitter; 
that is, *tisnot a worke, which none may lawiully doe, fave thoſe 
who are in Office for ro doe it. I ſhall here propoſe ſome queltions 
only ; The firſt part of this Treatiſe being a proot of this Reaſon, to 
which I ſhall refer thee (Chriſtian Reader) Ge thy further ſatisfaRi- 
ON. 
Where in the Scripture hath God called Church Officers to preach, 
and reſtraincd others from the work ? 

Whether there be not (at leaſt) a probability,that preaching is not 
peculiar toa Miniſter ; ſeeing that many both godly and learned have 
aftirm'd it. Amongſt many others here, what one ( and in a Preface 
to a Sermon, preached before the Parliament) ſaid. The peculiar workes 
(f{aid he) of the Miniſtery , were the adminiſtration of the Sacraments ard 
Diſcipline ; but as for preaching it is a more cortinon worke, &c. Mr. Fob Ellis 


junior. Epiſt. The ſole path to a ſound peace. ® 


The Elders of rhe Churches of New-England tels us. That the A& 


of praying and preaching is improperly called a Minifteriall worke, 
©c. Church-Government and Church-Cotenant diſcuſſed. pag, 78. 75. I re- 


membcr_ 


(31) 
m<mber a ſaying,that anotacr hath co this purpoſe. 7he Papiſts (faith 
he) and ſome ignorant Proteſtants, woz'd have no word of God ſounded our by 
any, bit by their jelefied Clerete. 
\ hicher they,vho due athrme preaching to bz a worke peculiar to ,, 
Cturch-Ofiicers, doe not tin againit the Generation of the Rightc- "=," - b 
ous ? Doe they not condemne Feboſapbat (and others) who taught * wy ; 
bi and cxhorted the People (publiquely) to believe God ; he being nei- *'7* EY 
ther Prieſt nor Prophet. Ff preaching be a worke peculiar to the Mi- 
niſtery ; who will juſtiftie che Martyrs? Nay, who will not blame 
thcm rather ? May we not ſay to them, O Martyres caiparidi eſtzs, ye are 
blamc-worthy, for intrenching on the Miuiſters calling, in that you 
(being not Charch-Officers) did preach the Word a Company being 
Wort gt met rogcther; for did you not Expound and apply the Scriptures, 
difference? Nai informe and exhorc the people 2 Why ſuffered ye ſo many things ins 
d ſet thoſeto ply vaine? Why was the enemy conſtrained to cut your Tongues, to 
bpe the Apoſt z2cg and with balls of Iron to ſtop your mouthes, to hinder you 
calling. Preadiing 4 from preaching ; ſeeing God did not command you to it ? 
call F mn, tatleg fiow may the Saints make uſe of their Gifts, knowledze and Ut- Bueſt 
es Office? 6r, buy © tcrance tor the building up of the Church and yer not preach ? Or Th, qr 
how may they be ſaid to be Teachers of others ; and to exhort one a- 4 4 p 54 
eneculi | notncr, when they meet together, and yet not preach? To this __ , 
wil doe {ak Quetiion, mine Antagoniſt hath framed an anſwer, (fag. 6.) but how p” 
far from the purpoſe, let us a little conſider. He anſwers to a ſaying 
of mine, which was this, It is the duty of a Servant of God to uſe thoſe gifts 
7 the edifying of the Church, which God bath given bim for that. end. Which 
ie grants to be true, but not to my purpoſe : but let us ſee how men 
may without preaching, uſe their giſts of knowledge and utterance. 
hurch Officers top ws "__ 
_ Hewill intorme you (fag. 7.) that thereare other waies of wing pifts 
. for the edifying of the Church beſides preaching. He tels us, that Fa- 
mily governors and Parents muſt edifie their Children and Family, 
andGed zives them Gifts in Prayer and knowledge, and for that 
.- parpoſe. But I pray, what's this to the purpoſe ? The ſpeech was not 
of Familics, but of Churches» But what if there bee none in the Fa- 
mily 6t to be cdified, being n&t begotten ; how then may hee uſe. his 
gitts of cdifying ? He further fels us of another way, more likely to 
be the way, thus. And Chriſtians (faith he) muſt exhort, and comfort, ati - 
fo ed1:ie one another in Chriſtian conference and dijcourſe, &c. This is true, G-W. 
, thit the Saints may and ought by doe ſo. But ta me *cis ſtrange, and Anſw, 4: 
2 no 
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{o, and yet unlawtull for them co preacii; as it thee} were tuch a val 
differencc b:tween it and preaching. Tis my deare to piow With the 


| Authors heifer, rhat I may underſtand that his xnigmaticul aih:ma- 
tion. What m.y they exhort, comfert and edity one another, when 


they cr nit together, and yet not preach ? Oh ſtrange cxpretiion ! 

Now to the third thing affirmed by mine Antagoniſt, which is 
this. 

That if it be lawull from abilities ta proceed to toe X1inſtirs calling, taen 
tis lawful from abilities to frocecd to other mens calings 3 as the Mayi- 
ſtrat:, ec. 6 

Firſt, This is a ſtrange kinde of reaſoning; it *tis lawful from «bi- 
lities to proceed to one calling, then *tis lawtfull from abilities to 
proceed to any calling. What rule is there delivered by citherdriſtotle, 
Rami, or any other in thcir Logick, to juſtific this kinde of arguing 


_ generals from particulars not of the ſame kinde ? What Reafon may 
there be found to plead for that Aﬀertion ? Let him, that can ſhew, 


Secondly, If it were granted,'twere not for his purpoſe : for I have 
proved, that he, that preacheth doth not by preaciing enter into 
the Miniſters calling. Thus the Anſwer to the firſt abſardity ; let ns 
now caſt our cies on the ſecond. 

Tf all that can may and muſt preach, the Miniſters Office were needlejſe. What 
need of Authority by Office to doe that, which every one may and muſt do? with 
out it, &c. 


Firſt, That ſuch an abſirdity will follow, ſo ſaith mine Antago- 


niſt. But doth not the Scripture ſay ſo alſo? Surely from his writ- 


Ing I cannot informe you ; for not ſo much as one Sic Dominus d:xit 
may be found in it. Wherefore if I ſhould but barely deny, what hee 
barely affirmes ; why might it not be ſufficient ? Seeing that my Nay 
bath as much authority as his Yea, in matters of this Nature. 
Secondly, *Tis falſe, elſe Paul will be found a man making oppoſi- 
tion againſt Chrifts Inſtitutions. Hath not Chriſt ordained Pattors 
and Teachers, men in Office, for the CFurches edification ? And did 
not Paul allow thoſe to prophelie in the Chureh of Corinth, who had 


the Gift, but were not by Office Paſtors or Teachers ? And ſo did not 


he approve of that, which made the Office of Minifters aſcleſſe ? For 
they publikely preach't in the Church for it's edification. Bur if the 
preaching of men, who are neither Paſtors nor Teachers doe _ 

| make 
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(33) 
m1:kcuicleferhe Minifers calling; then it could at that time have 
nv bctter efic&3 ; Aul {6 Pu; muſt needs be an enemy to Chriſts Or- 
dinary Miniſtery. 

Thirdly, Private m:ns preacuing is ſo far from making nclefe the 
Miniſtzrs calling ; char ic doth not a little h(pit. For tereby their 
mouuthes are opinz4 to ipeake witlome (the dcep things of Chriit 
Ic{us) to the pecple. The trutis of God taught by the Othceers are 
the more coniirmed, when ochers alſo beare witnefſe to them. Alſo 
the truths taughr by the Ofhc:rs are the better preſerved; for by the 
uſe of private mens gifts they are often oc:alionally nicntioned. The 


* Officers are moreover comforted and incouraged ; by behol-ling 


Geds bling upon their Miniſtery, in that ſome grow ſo much, that 
they grow up to bee Tcachcrs of others. The truth of this thoſe 
know, who are Officers in: Congregationall Churches, where there 
are ſuch private preachers. Thus much in anſwer to the Aſſumption, 
which hath denycd liberty to the conclution (therefore the Expol:- 
tion of the word Giits in Rom. 12. for abilities only is not to be fol- 
lowed) to paſſe as an Orthodux Truth. 

Now I ſhall Jead you on to the Second Scripture, which as mine An- 
tagoni:t conceives, will not plead tor private mens preaciing. 

The place afore mentioned is As 8. 1. and 4. 

And at that time there was a great perſecution azainſt the Church, which was 
at Jeruſalem, and tbey were all ſcattered abroad throughout the Regions of Ju- 
dea and Samaria, except the Apoſtles. 

Therefore they tdat were ſcattered abroad went every where preaching the 
Ford. 

I ſhall here in ſpeaking obſerve this method. 

Firſt, I ſhall diſcover my dedu&ion from it. | 

Secondly, I ſhall anſirer to the reply of mine Antagoniſt. 

For the Firſt thus. The thing thence concluded was , that private 
perſons (having abirities ) may lawfully w1en a company is met together) preach 
the ord ; in that thoſe there mentioned did ſo preach, they being 
(tor the generality) priva_e perſons or no Church-Officers: ſith their 
prattice being approved nay be to us for a paterne. That they were 
(for the greatelt part) private perſons is the thing in Queſtion, That 
they were, ſo is mine opinion ; wherein Iam ncither alone , nor 
without reaſon. 


1 am not alone, for others thinke ſo with me. The Elders of 


EK 3 the 


Hei+5. } Ls 


Verl. 1. 


Verl. 4+ 


| the Churches of New-Englard were cf the fame minde, this being their ſaying : 


They th.t were icattered abroad by reaſon of the perſecution, that arojc abour Ste- 
ven, were xot Cpurch-Officers, at leaſt all of tem (for the Afojtics wha were 
their chiefe, if not their only preac9ing. O ficers, were not icattered abroad but re- 
mined ſtill at Juutalem, c. 8. v. 1.) andyet t9-je men did jo preacy the word 
of the Lurd Joins, Ec. ſo Dr. Ames, wt? divers ot.cers. 

Now the re.tuns, that make me fo to bclicve (anongit other) may be thele fol- 
lowing. - 

Firit, Becauſe ic plainely rells vs, that the generality of the Church were ſcatter- 
ed, V- 1 Now the Scripture will not informe us, nat there were (ar that rime) auy 
Teaching Officers, ſave the Apoltics : and Realon wil: reach us, that the greateſt perc 
could not bu Officers. Which fcactered Chriſtians (5vitnour any exception) arc ſaid 


| yerſ: 4. to preach the word. Secondly, Becauſe irom ſuch an Expolicion, no Sciip- 


. 


ture will be crofitd 3 neither will any bad confequence be thence produced, gc. 

I ſhall draw you now forwards to conſider mine Antagoniits anſwer 3 whercin two 
things eſpecially are endeavour'd by him : Furſt, that they who preached were nor 
private perſons z Secondly, that if they were ſuch; yer we might not gather thence a 
Warrant for the preaching of private perſons now- To his Reply I ſhall Anfver 3 Firſt 
more generally; Secondly in a more particular manner. For the general thus. 

Firit, There-is ſcarce a Scrixture,which lyecs not under divers Interpretations. And 
rhere may appear a Frobability of Truth in croſſe Expoſitions. Whence wee gather 
the neediulneſle of the Spirit tor our dire&ivn. There is nota lictle difference bc- 
twixt my {elfe and mine Antagoniſt abour this Scripture. Thar you may ſee who is 


. In the trath, learne to deny your ſelves, and ſecke the Spirit to bz your teacher. 


Mir. IF. 


An(w. 


Secondly, Mine Antagonift hath laid down 1n his antwer nothing as certaime- By 
which he endeavours, rhat this Scripture may be rather who!ly uſelefle , than uſeful! 
for us. 

Thirdly, Thoſe whom we commonly call Seezers may take up mine Antagoniſts 
Anſwer, as uſefull for them, and agaiaſt him and his brethren. Were I a projieſſed 
Secker I ſhonld ſhery mv kill, in zrzuing © g:inſt mine Antagoniſt (he bving now 4a 
Miniſter) with his owne arguments. Nov to a more particular Anſwer. 

Min- Antagoniſt hath propoſcd three contiderations to convince his Reader, thar 
thote (carzered (bur preaching) Chriitians were not private perions- 

Mine oppoſers firit oppoling confideration you have (pag. 10.) at large exprelied : 
The ſumme is this- 

Itis probable if not certaine,thart the Apoſtle: gave them Authority to preach,and 
10 they were nor (as Lay men with us) privice perſons. 

What he by Authority meanes, I know not. If ke would have us by R's words un- 
deritand,that the Apoſtles did ſhew to the ſcatrered Chriſtians beiore their departure 
mar it was not only lawfull but aifo needE!l! for then (as they went}; to preach the 

Goſpel, that rhe Kingdome of Jeſus Chrife might be prometed and ivlarged? I anſwer. 

Firſt, It is {1 oe not ſay, muſt he) ſuppoſed 3 thar the Apoitles gave to the ſcat- 
tered Chriſtians ſuch direftion. Sith the Scripture doth not fo much as hiuc at ir, wee 
are not bound to Þclicve ir. Fron; mcerly ſuppoſed ſuppoſitions,we cannot draw ſor 
faith ſcund c oucluſiuns. 

Secondly, If it were alloved, vec the preaching of private mcn now, might not 
thence be denyed. For the Apofiies were in thoſe daies to believ<rs, in ficad of New 
Teſtament Ecriprwes. And thereſoce if it may bee proved frm their writings ha I 

aye 


(35) 
have in the Firſt Part of chis Treatite) rha* private men injzying ability have Autho- 
rity co preach the Goſpel, it is all ore, as if they had Authoriry from their pe:tons 
immediately. The ſecond confiderariou, which mine Antagount gives, you have 
page 1o- and It. The ſumme whereof is this: 

Thar if thoſe ſcatrered Chrittizus had not Authority from the Apoſtles : vet they G. IF. 
might be pur our oi the condition of private peiions by immecitate Reveiation- 

The ſame Anfvcr will ſerve for this as for rhe former, for Revelition was to them 
inſtead of the Aponticci and fo inſtead of written Scriprures- Wherctore if thc yp” Nrs 
now by Revclarion from che Scriz-rure dee underſtand, that they may from ability 
proceed to preacn the Goſpel, 'ris all one as if they die ſo unceriiana by Reveiarion 
withour the Scripture. 

The rEird confidcration uppears page 12. which is in briefe this. 

All that were ſcaitercd were not private perſons. Wherefore tis probable rinat 
none did preach,but thoſe tiat were publick: tor if thoſe that are private miy preach, GI. 
then they may Baptize alſo. 

[ thall nor 2thrme, that ci, who were ſcattercd, were private perſons 3 for wee 4,; {w. 

- reade, that Philip the Deacon was amengft them : but that (as they cal) rhen:) 
Teaching Church-Officers were with them cannot be proved 3 for the Apoitles re- 
main'd at Feruſalem. There is therefore no necd to prove , that orhers beſides pul>- 
licke perſons did greach. When they did preach, they were (in a fence) publ:cke: 
enouph, bur in another ſence not publick. The Scripture tels us, that they, who were 
ſca;tered went about preaching, without making the icaſt exception. Bur if they may 
preach, they may Baprize alſo; ſaith mine Autagoniit. He hath ſaid it indeed, and 
ſaid ir, and double faid itz as if it were of no ſmall force to convince us of the rnlaw- 
fulnefle of private mens preaching. Who may B:prize (as well as who may tec Bap- 
rizd) isa thing in queſtion. What my judgement therein is I am not bound here to 
diſcover. Bur let me a lictle reaſon with nine Avrazoniſt. Sir, by what good: conke- 
quence will it follw,that if private peiſons ihay preach,they may Baptize allo? Whar 
is thcre no worke peculiar to Church-Ofticers, if preaching he not? If a private pcr- 
fon may judge berween others in matters oi civii} aifference, v hich is a Magiſtrates 
' W orke; then a private perſon may lay fines and taxes ou the gcople,which is another 
A000 CONVINGe bsRallk Worke belonging to the Magiſtrate. Is this not as good conſequence, as that of mine 
Antagoniſt 2 Bur we fay, thar Officers have ſome worke peculiar ro them 3 cther 
worke common to them with others. And is not this as good conſequenciail arguing 
If private perſons may pray, then they may Baprtize alſo; ſecing prayer is a work that 
belongs to the Miniſters Office. Wherciore (by mine Antagoniſts favour) his conſe- 
quence (if 'twill follow) will not be danverous, unleſſe he can prove, that Baprizing 
is peculiar ro Church Officers. nor confcequenriallz wilefic he can prove, that preach- 

ing is pe-nliar ro them in Office,Sc mnch for the conſiderations» page 14- 

Now thine Antagoniſt conceive. further; chat if it were ſuppoſed, that they, who Mr. 1Y/ 
being ſcattered did preach, were private perſons, yet that will not juſtifie our lay 
mens preaching : becauſe it cannot be prov'd, that they preach'd at Feruſalem ;, but 

$ amonglit a people, who had never the ſound of the Goſpel amongſt them : but our 
| lay preachers, teach where a trace Miniſtery i:, or may be had, (xc. j 

Mine Antagoniſt harh here much miſtaken rhe queſtion, for the queſtion to which ANW.. 

the Miniſter made an anfwer,to which (through intreaty) I made a reply, was 3 Whi- 

, ther lay perſons a company being mer together way preach the Word ? 
x 2- He hath alſo groſly miſtaken in his expreſſions. Firſt, In telling us; that they ex- 
erciſed themſelyes in preaching, only where the ſound of Chrift was not heard 3 for 
the 


An.w. 


(36) 
the Scriptare teis n:, That they were ſcattered abroad throngn2ut the regions of Ju- 
dexand Samaria, wich were places wherein hey preached. AF.8.Bur was nor Chritt 
preached in Judea? Reade the Gofpel and th-7 wil iniorme you. 2. [n that he makes | 
ſuch a difference betwixt Judea, Samaria, a.id fome places anongſt u_, in reſped or 
Miniftery. L am ſure ſome places amongſt us have no Minilters, and ſome other have 
falſe Miniſters. How Judea cou!4 be (t57 Miniſters) in a worle cate | know nor. 

3- Hereafons from what he laid dowa, but without reaſon. For their preaching 
proves the la +falnefie of private mens preaching » a compaiy beiag met together. 

$F much1 for the ſecond Scriptnre- EE 

The fourth 2nd lait Scriprure is the 1 C9714. This Chapter is full of difficulty, and 
exceeding hard to be underſtoud. Mun vary nuch in ine expohſicions, they give ct ir. 

I ſhall therefore ( at this time) onely lay down ene argument, to prove the law;ul- 
nee cf private mens preaching,from ther Chapter. 

They who have the gifts c\prophelic, may prophet. : 

But iome private perſons may now have the gifts of prepnelie. 

Therefore ſome private perfous may now prophetie. 

The Firſt (1 ſuppoſe) none wiil deny. The Second (that private perſons may now 
have the gift of prophetie) is to be proved, waich being contirmed, the concluſion 
(that therefore they may propheſic) will of neceflity follow. That ſome private per- 
ſons may now have the gift of prophefie doth appear, borh from the natrer, promiſe 
and end of it. Fitſt it is manifeſt from the magter of ir. Knowledge and utterance, 
whereby men are inabled ro ſpeak to oth:rs <dincation, exhoitation and comfort;7.e. 
matrer whereby others may Le edified, exhorted and comforted, is the matter of pro- 
pheſie, 1 Cor-14-3- Now 'tis apparent by experience, thar ſome private perſons are a- 
ble to ſpeake to others for their<edification,&c. Therefore ſome private perſons now 
have the gift of propheſie. They who enjoycd the gift in the primitive times were 
called Prophets or ſpirituall, thar is, nor carnall, nor babes in Chriſt. There is fome 

I Cor. 1.4. difference between thoſe, who now enjoy the gift; and ſome of thoſe, who in the pri- 

£7.1 Cor. Mitive times did enjoy itz inregard of the manner of receiving it; their meaſure of 

3-I> enjoying ir, and in reſpedt of the enjoyment of ſome extraordinary and remporary 
gifts with it- 

Secondly, It appeares from the promiſe of it, Foe! 2.28.7cur ſons and jour daugh- 
ters ſhall propheſie. Which prophefie was in the Apeſiles times in part fulhlled. A#. 
2. The greatet part is yet behinde, in reſpett of the number cf perſons enjoying it, 
though not in reſped& of the meaſure enjoyed by particular perſons; which propheſic 
will be glorioufly manifeſted wheu the fulnefe of the Genriles be come in, and the 
Jewes called; now the ſpirit is powred out, but (as it were) by drops : then, "twill te 

 povwred out as a mighty food. _” 

3. Irſhines forth alſo from the end of it, which is th: Churches eaifcatign, 1 Cor. 
14-j-22. What was necdfull for the Churches h; cation in the primitivBtimes is 
now needful! : Eph.4. Apoſtles were then needfu}}, fo now, whzm we enjoy m their. 
writings;but how do we enjoy Prophets even Evangeliits,unleſs in the utc of the pifrs 

. of men fitted.to ſreake to the Charches edification 2 Thus in hafi. I reft till I enjoy 
more light and leafure. Farcv-c!l. | 


FINIS. 


Courticus Reader, in page 28.line 10. ſor conſultation, Reade conſutation » 7n p-28. 
line 16. for quoted, reade grantcd- ard [ire 30. for their, reade there. 
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